-STAT

.

1 Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/19 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000200820008-5

NEW YORK TIMES

ARTICLE APPEARED 21 August 1985

ON PAG
Anti-Satellite Arms Issue

Proposal to Test American Weapon Spurs
Debate Over Its Impact on Hopes for Peace

By WILLIAM J. BROAD |

Scientists say that the American| Launching it is anything but speedy.
anti-satellite weapon, if fully devel-| Soviet strategists must wait up to 4
oped, will be vastly more advanced | hours, until the turning of the earth
than the Soviet one. They say it willbe| brings a particular target over the
a marvel of high-technology miniaturi-| Asian launching site.
‘‘‘‘‘ e -v, Another factor that would slow an at-
Nows  “IF'% works, ours is| tack is the fact that the warhead,
Analysis going t0 be a lot better,” | rather than making a direct aseant,
John Pike, head of space | goes into orbit. and only closes in om its
policy at the Washington-( target after one or two revolutions
based Federation of American Scien-{ arcwnd the earth, according to the
tists, sgid in an interview yestarday scientists’ study. Interception can take
“It"s g t0 be 10 times faster, and| up to three hours, they say. The Seviet
v thire will be 10 times as| warhead makes its kill by exploding in
‘many of thewt. It's going to be abis to{ | & hail of shrapnel.
place & Jot mdre satellitds at risk.” they say, the American
Scientists are generally confident, is small (18 fest and ad-
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American and -
mew-ﬁ"ldm
that idea that the weapon is old

up with a new version they had some
failures, but the old system is still very
capable.” .

Isswe of Verification

‘ solid-fusied
; rocket, the missile speeds upward in a

y the warhead on a collision

Banning Space Arms its, )
However, other scientific and techni-
cal experts argue that the nation and
the world would be far better off if the
United States did not go ahead with the
final stage of its anti-satellite weapon

the Soviet advantage in this particular
area is minimal and that the United
States has a distinct advantage in the
overall field of space-arms develop-
ment.

According to a study by the Cam- gutting to ita targes, the American mis-
bridge-based Union of Concerned
Scientists, the anti it sile will be able to speed from hangar to

weapon is something of a blunderbuss
estimated to weigh more than two tons.
The weapon and liquid-fueled booster
rocket stand 130 feet tall, they say.
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and they pro-

posed a draft treaty to drasticaily limut
anti-satellite weapons.” of

Historians say a cycle of action ard

mcﬂon.mne!bwkinﬂnlﬂ'swhen

the United States tested the world's

[ first anti-satellite weapon.

“The first test was from an air-
launched system more than a quarter
ago,” said Dr. Stares of the
B Institution. the early
1960’s, United States at least

two operational anti-satellite systemn..,
| Dr. Stares said, adding that the Sov'-.!
Union began testing its system in 196

bas §inoethmthe$oviet0nimlnamted

tem 20 times, not always suc-
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How U.S.
Antisatellite
Weapon Works
1. Radar tracks target satel-
lite, guides F-15 fighterto

correct weapon-aunching
tocation.

2. Fighter fires 18-foot mis-
site in generat direction of
satellite and returns to base.
3. Migsile's second-stage
booster accelerates war-
head.

4. Warhead's infrared “eye"’
picks up heat of satetlite
against coid background of
space. .
5. Fifty-six tiny steering rock-
ets guide speeding warhead
to sateilite, and sheer force
of collision, rather than ex-
plosives, destroy target.
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